


Faucet aerators are used
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of water from the faucet
with even pressure

that prevents splashing

and can reduce water
usage. Aerators typically 2 Ok ie
include a screen ! ¥
and rubber washer. The aerator housing

screen can become dirty

collecting sediment and metals including particulate
lead. Monthly cleaning of aerators is recommended. If
the screen is in poor condition or damaged, it should

be replaced. Hardware stores sell replacement parts.

To clean your aerator:

1. Unscrew the aerator housing. New faucets
frequently come with a tool to remove the aerator.

2. Separate the aerator into individual rubber washer
and screen parts (if possible).

3. Remove any sediment (mineral or rust build up) on
the screen and other parts. If necessary, soak the
parts in white vinegar for a few minutes and scrub
with a brush.

4. Reassemble the aerator parts and re-attach to
faucet (using tool if necessary).

Yes, when the ground is disturbed close to your home,
particles can shake free from inside the network of
underground pipes including your service line. Having a
lead service line can increase your risk of exposure to
lead when the ground is disturbed. Particulate lead is
like tiny grains of sand. These tiny pieces can fall off the
sides of pipes into the water. It can cause the lead level
in water to go up quickly and then go back down. During
construction and until your lead service line is replaced,
you should take the following precautions.

e Clean your faucet aerator at least monthly. Lead
particles can build up on the aerator screen so
cleaning them is important.

e Flush your tap before using it for drinking or cooking
any time the water in a faucet has gone unused for
more than 6 hours. Flushing the tap means running
the cold water for 30 seconds to 2 minutes until it
gets noticeably colder.

National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) standard
53 for lead removal. Follow the manufacturer's
recommendations for replacement. Contact NSF
International at 800-NSF-8010 or visit their

website at for more information.
e Do not boil water to remove lead. Boiling will not
remove lead.

Soluble lead is lead that dissolves in water.
Corrosion control treatment using orthophosphate
reduces the amount of soluble lead in water by
creating a protective layer inside the pipe.
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These tiny pieces can fall off the sides of pipes into

the water. It can cause the lead level in water to

spike and drop suddenly. Construction activity in

your neighborhood can increase the risk of

particulate lead, especially when the ground is

disturbed close to your home.
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purchase is designed to remove both
particulate and soluble lead, and replace the

U"OA«~0UO8+{"A~OAOQ"<A%Y%"%s"+« ASOA
manufacturer.

/4 | Clelan your(@erator at least monthly or more
frequently on all your faucets since lead
particles can build up on the aerator screen
when construction activity is close to your
home.

Consider replacing old
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lead. Products sold after

January 4, 2014, must
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levels of lead.
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heater tank. This can

impact household water

quality and water pressure.
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you are pregnant or have children under the age of

water tank annually. See
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information sheet.



