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GREAT LAKES WATER AUTHORITY AND 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS HOST PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WORKSHOPS ON REGIONAL FLOOD MITIGATION STUDY
· Initial series of five workshops being held throughout southeast Michigan in December
· Workshops designed to inform the public about the study and seek feedback on residents’ experience with flooding as final scope for the study is developed 

DETROIT— As the Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Detroit District work to scope their Southeast Michigan Flood Mitigation Study, the organizations are seeking community input at a series of public engagement workshops across southeast Michigan. 

The meetings will be conducted in a “World Café” format, with information stations set up around the room. The stations are intended to 1) inform participants about the study and the USACE planning process, 2) involve participants in shaping the study’s objectives and vision, and 3) allow the study team to learn from residents’ experiences with flooding.  

All meetings will be held from 3:00-7:00 p.m., with the first two hours targeting municipal and non-profit stakeholders within the study area, and the second two hours targeting public participation. However, anyone is welcome to join any time during the meetings’ scheduled four hour timeframe to ensure widest participation. Each meeting will be structured similarly, so participants should plan to attend the workshop closest to them. 

Meeting dates and locations are as follows:
· Monday, December 2: Eastlake Baptist Church, 12400 E. Jefferson Ave. Detroit, MI
· Wednesday, December 4: Atrium @ Dearborn Administrative Offices, 16901 Michigan Avenue (West Entrance), Dearborn, MI
· Monday, December 9: Waterford Oaks Activity Center, 2800 Watkins Lake Road, Waterford Township, MI
· Tuesday, December 10: Sterling Heights Community Center (Room 1), 40250 Dodge Park Road, Sterling Heights, MI
· Monday, December 16: Grosse Pointe War Memorial, 32 Lake Shore Drive, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI

“Southeast Michigan has experienced repeated widespread flooding, with five flooding-related FEMA Federal Disaster Declarations since 2000. This widespread flooding has resulted in economic burden and social hardship across our region,” said Suzanne R. Coffey, P.E., Chief Executive Officer, GLWA. “As GLWA and USACE work to finalize the scope of the study, it is important for us to gather feedback from our stakeholders on the draft study objectives we’ve developed, as well as what they hope we will prioritize in this important regional initiative.”

The multi-year flood mitigation study has received initial funding of $500,000 in congressionally approved allocations for fiscal year 2024 with second year funding of $600,000 pending Congressional approval for fiscal year 2025. GLWA will be providing a 50/50 match with in-kind-services to complete the study. USACE and GLWA will co-lead the study inside USACE’s established framework.

The study launched in September with a ceremonial signing of the agreement between the USACE and GLWA and the completion of a three-day technical planning charrette attended by more than 50 people from a cross-section of key stakeholder groups, including local, state, and federal government. During the charrette, existing flood risk conditions in southeast Michigan were established, priorities for the region were discussed, a deep dive was taken into existing data, and a preliminary list of structural and non-structural flood management measures designed to alleviate flooding were identified. This list will be further developed and discussed at the upcoming public workshops.

These meetings are the beginning of an extensive community outreach plan to seek the input of a broad range of regional stakeholders, including the public. 

“Addressing flooding in southeast Michigan is important to so many people in our region, given the damages and impacts communities have faced over the last decade,” said Susan Rusinowski, USACE’s Lead Planner for the study. “The USACE and GLWA team’s priority is to work alongside regional stakeholders and the community throughout the study process, seeking input from the people most affected by flood risk.”
###
About the Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) 
The Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) is the provider-of-choice for drinking water services to nearly 40 percent and efficient and effective wastewater services to nearly 30 percent of Michigan’s population. With the Great Lakes as source water, GLWA is uniquely positioned to provide those it serves with water of unquestionable quality. GLWA also has the capacity to extend its service beyond its 88 member partner communities. As part of its commitment to water affordability, the Authority offers a Water Residential Assistance Program to assist low-income households in participating member communities throughout the system. GLWA’s board includes one representative each from Oakland, Macomb and Wayne counties, two representatives from the city of Detroit and one appointed by the Michigan governor to represent customer communities outside of the tri-county area. GLWA’s regional wastewater system serves approximately 2.8 million residents in southeast Michigan, including portions of Macomb, Oakland, and Wayne Counties, and the entire city of Detroit. For more information on how GLWA is improving its water and wastewater infrastructure, please visit www.glwater.org/cip. 

About the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
USACE has helped mitigate flood impacts on communities for nearly 100 years, looking at the risks associated with potential flooding, informed by both previous storms and flood events, while also analyzing climate change scenarios through modeling and forecasting future potential storm events. These assessments help communities better understand the loss of life and other damages that could result from flooding, and how to potentially reduce a community’s vulnerability through the development and communication of knowledge, technology, and solutions.
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